
Here's what's happening at Good Shepherd! 

 

  
 

May 2017 Newsletter 

www.goodshepherdlink.org 
 

In addition to visiting the Good Shepherd's website, if you are on social media, 
you might want to visit and "like" both Good Shepherd's Facebook page and 

the Facebook page for Lifetree Café Circle Pines." 
 

If you would like to receive the monthly newsletter and other news from Good 
Shepherd via e-mail, please go to www.goodshepherdlink.org and “join our e-

mail list” or contact the church office. 
 

 
  
 
  

He is risen!!! He is risen indeed, 
hallelujah! 

 
Easter Sunday, what a glorious day of the year! The church is full of 

worshipers in their Easter outfits, and a warm spring morning, with the smells of a wonderful Easter 
breakfast wafting up from the basement. It is a morning to gladden the heart and warm the soul. It is a 
morning to relive Jesus' resurrection and to anticipate ours. 

And this year, the timing couldn't be better. So many people in our congregation are going through 
difficult times right now. Health issues, marital issues, family issues. Life can get so heavy and dark at 
times, it can leave us with little or no hope. It is during these times that we must be reminded that we live 
in a broken world, but it will soon be fixed. It is a time to be reminded; that this broken world lasts for just 
a brief moment, yet time with Jesus, with new bodies, in a new heaven and new earth is for eternity. 

Regardless of where you are at in your life, let this Easter perspective rule your life. It won't change the 
issues you are struggling with, but it will provide a perspective that will help get you through.  He IS 
risen. He is risen indeed, hallelujah! 

In Christ, 
Pastor Ted  
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Confirmation 2017  
 

Dates & Times to Remember:   

  Wednesday, May 3- Affirmation Night  
o 5:30 pm - Confirmation pictures will be taken  
o 6:00 pm - Confirmation students will share their faith 

statements to family and friends.  
o 6:30 pm - Family and friends are invited to meet 

downstairs for presentation of a gift from the church and ice cream sundaes will be 
served. 

 Sunday, May 7 - Confirmation Sunday at the 10:30 worship service (w/communion). 

 Being confirmed this year: 
o Olivia Ferguson 
o Rachel Johnson 
o Zachary Ruger 
o Katelyn Smith 

 

 

  

New Member Class  
  
Pastor Ted will be offering a New Member Class for those interested in 
becoming members of Good Shepherd or who want to learn more about 
us on Tuesday, May 9 at 7:00 pm in the upper lobby area.  Please 
contact Pastor Ted with any questions at 
pastorted@goodshepherdlink.org or 763-784-8417. 
  

Installation of new members will take place on Sunday, May 14 at the 
9:00 and 10:30 services. 

 

 

  

Congregational Voter's Meeting  
 
Please mark your calendar for Sunday, June 11 to attend Good 
Shepherd's Annual Voters Meeting following the 10:30 service.  Focus 
on the meeting will be the yearly budget. 
 
All members are encouraged to attend.  

 

 

  

Seasonal Decorating  
 

Thank you to all of the wonderful 

First Impressions Team volunteers who helped beautify Good 
Shepherd for Easter!  You are appreciated! 

 

 



Rummage Sale Update!     
 

A big thank you to everyone who helped make the rummage 

sale a success by donating plants, baked goods, and various items 
for the sale; helping set-up and clean-up; making purchases; helping 
with publicizing the sale; and being a part of funding the designated 
projects. 
  
As of writing this article, it is estimated before expenses that we will clear around $1,700. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Charlene Behne at 763-784-8320.  

 

 

  

Lifetree  Cafe    
 

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 
and 

Thursdays at 10:30 am   

 Week of May 7 - "Embracing Change" - Taking the fear out of 
what comes next. 

 Week of May 14 - "What's Right With You?" - The surprising 
truth about self-worth. 

 Week of May 21 - "Mormons" - Christian? Cult? What do they really believe? 

 Week of May 28 - "Curing Healthcare" - Practical help for an ailing nation. 

Please invite your friends and acquaintances.  Fliers are available at the display outside the church 
sanctuary.  We're also on Facebook!   
  
If you have any questions, please contact: Carrie Hoshaw, Darlene & Marty Leiding, or Ann Wellmann. 

Reminder:  Host and Friendship Teams, please arrive one hour early. 

  Lifetree May Calendar   

 

 

  

Mission Project    
 

Good Shepherd is raising 
money for GOATS! 

We can give a goat to a family in need! Each 
Nanny goat can produce a liter of fresh milk 
every day. For $70, we can provide a goat so 
that Samaritan's Purse can minister to an 
impoverished family in the Name of Jesus. 
 
How many goats can Good Shepherd buy?  Let's find out!  Starting Sunday, April 30 through the end 
of our VBS week, June 29, we will collect donations of coins, cash, or checks (made payable to Good 
Shepherd).  At the end of the Mission Project we will count our donations and find out how many goats 
Good Shepherd provided for families in need.   (Continued on next page) 
 
 

 

 

http://files.constantcontact.com/f4c6a846101/bc8cb950-78ed-4243-9c38-efd4fe2290c2.pdf


Visit the display in the church lobby... it will be easy to find, just look for the GOAT!  Envelopes will be 
provided for your donations. Place the envelope into the "Drop Box" located on the Welcome Center in 
the church lobby. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Carrie Hoshaw at carrie@goodshepherdlink.org or 763-784-
8417. 
 
Samaritan's Purse provides goats and sheep for nourishment, livelihoods, and hope for people 
suffering the effects of drought because...  

 They are easy to look after. 

 They provide nutritious milk to drink and use for cheese or butter. 

 They produce offspring to sell. 

 Money earned helps families pay for necessities. 

 Those that receive a goat give one of the offspring to help another family in need. 

Samaritan's Purse teaches goat care through training and check-ups to build relationships because... 

 This opens doors to share the Gospel... John 3:16. 

 When people learn how much God loves them, lives change. 

 So now, struggling families and communities have these pretty cute animals to help break the 
cycle of poverty. 

 And some of the families have a newfound faith in Christ! 

 

  
 



2017 Family Vacation Bible 
School - June 25-29   
 

Mark your calendar for our five day "Family 
Vacation Bible School" opportunity Sunday, 
June 25 through Thursday, June 29.  
  
Good Shepherd's Vacation Bible School is not just for kids, it's an 
experience for the whole family; preschool (ages 3 & 4) through 5th 
grade, and youth 6th grade through adults. 

"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven." 
Matthew 5:14-16 

Imagine a world where curious kids (3 years through 5th grade) 
discover they have been CREATED BY GOD, BUILT FOR A 
PURPOSE.  VBS week will be a time for kids to know that they 

have been designed with a plan and purpose by a loving almighty 
God. It will be a week that will ignite kid's faith with rock-solid 
Bible truths! The children will learn that God's divine power 
provides us with everything we need to live godly lives by knowing 
that God made you, God is for you, God is always with you, God 
will always love you, and God made you for a reason. 

We will be serving a meal each night from 5:30-6:30. Meals will be provided by various ministry teams 
from Good Shepherd. A free will offering will be taken at each meal.  VBS programming will then run 
from 6:00-7:30 pm. 

 
Everyone else has the opportunity to take part in their own Bible Study, 
INSANITY OF OBEDIENCE (ages 6th grade through adult) by Nik Ripken. 
(See next article for more information)  
  
Child care will be available for children two years and younger for those 
families attending the DVD series. 
 
   
  
Registration forms are available in the church lobby or at www.goodshepherdlink.org.  
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Cross-Generational 
Bible Study During VBS   
 
 
 

Sunday, June 25 through Thursday, June 29 
Ages 6th grade through adult 

Join us in the cross-generational Bible Study, Insanity of Obedience by Nik Ripken.  This study is an 
invitation to open your heart, your mind, and your eyes to the realities of walking with Jesus in difficult 
places.  Believers play a significant role in God's divine purpose. Engage with Scripture and see what it 
means to be a true follower of Jesus, not just someone who believes certain truths. Discover the 
answers to key questions about living sacrificially for the cause of Christ. 
 
We will be serving a meal each night from 5:30-6:00. Meals will be provided by various ministry teams 
from Good Shepherd. A free will offering will be taken at each meal.  VBS programming will then run 
from 6:00-7:30 pm. 

Child care will be available for children two years and younger for those families attending the DVD 
series. 
 
Registration forms available in the church lobby or at www.goodshepherdlink.org.  

 

 

  

Summer Stretch 2017 
    

"And you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and 
with all you soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength."   Mark 12:30 
 
  
Mandatory Meeting at Good Shepherd : 
Wednesday, May 31 - 6:30-7:15 pm. 
This includes: Youth leaders, parents, and participants. 

 

Summer Stretch Dates and Activities: 

 Tuesday, June 20 
o Theme: "Walk The Narrow Path 
o Afternoon activity:  Fun pottery painting 
o Service project:  Feed My Starving Children 

 Tuesday, June 27 
o Theme: "Keep Your Eyes on Jesus" 
o Afternoon activity:  Canoe or kayak at Wargo Nature Center 
o Service project:  Fleece blankets and Animal Humane Society 

 Tuesday, July 11 
o Theme: "Be a Good Example" 
o Afternoon activity: Como Park and Mini Golf 
o Service project:  Global Health Ministries 

(continued on next page) 
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o  

 Tuesday, July 18 
o Theme:  "Ready For Jesus" 
o Afternoon activity:  Bunker Beach Wave Pool 
o Service project: Feed My Starving Children 

 Thursday, August 3 
o Valleyfair 
o Check in at 8:00 am.  Return time TBD  

If you have any questions, please contact Carrie Hoshaw at  carrie@goodshepherdlink.org or 763-784-

8417.  

  

2017 High School 
Graduates!     
 
Good Shepherd will acknowledge our 2017 High 
School Graduates at both services (9:00 & 
10:30) on June 4 with a special blessing and 
gift. 
 
It will be a time for us at Good Shepherd to support our young adults as they begin their new adventure 
in life!  

 Adam Bell 
 Lily Frederickson 
 Michael Huso 
 Natalia Johnson 
 Breanna Jordan 
 Samuel Masonick 
 Jacob Peterson 
 Emily Walberg 

 

 

  

Women's Prayer and Praise 
Retreat 2017   
  
This retreat provides a wonderful opportunity for women (ages 16 to 
over 70) to spend time in the beautiful surroundings of God's majestic 
creation in the north woods of Wisconsin. 
 
Our Prayer & Praise Retreat has a Christ-centered, faith-building component carefully woven into it, 
while also offering a great deal of free time to enjoy the wide variety of activities at the resort. 

Dates:  Friday, August 4 to Sunday, August 6, 2017 

Please stop by the lobby display table for more information and to register.  Prayerfully consider joining 
us, and invite your sister, mom, daughter, or a friend to join you! 

Completed registration along with at least 1/2 payment is due by April 30, 2017. 
 
Please contact Val Hicke with any questions at 763-807-5562.  
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Women's In-Depth Bible Study      
 

A Summer In-Depth Study  
will once again be offered! 
 

The lessons will be from "The Armor of God" by Priscilla Shirer and will 

meet on selected Mondays from 6:30-8:00 pm. 
 
All day, every day, an invisible war rages around you. A cunning, devilish 
enemy seeks to wreak havoc on everything that matters to you - your 
emotions, your mind, your family, your future. But the enemy always fails 
miserably when he meets a woman dressed for the occasion. 
 
This Bible study will bring that war to light and challenge you to suit up, 

stand firm, and secure victory in your life. Become a woman who is armed with the power of God's Word 
and His promises! 
 
Workbooks are $13 each (recommended, but not required). 
 
If you have questions, please contact Eugenia Steffens at 651-271-1850 or email at 
eugenia.steffens@hcmed.org. 
 
A sign-up sheet is available in the church lobby. 
 
DATES: 

 May 8 - Sizing up the Enemy 

 May 22 - The Belt of Truth 

 June 12 - The Breastplate of Righteousness 

 July 10 - The Shoes of Peace 

 July 24 - The Shield of Faith 

 August 7 - The Helmet of Salvation 

 August 21 - The Sword of the Spirit  

 

 

  

Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible Study     
 
The Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible Study meet is the lower level Lifetree 
Cafe area from 9:30-11:00 am 
 
May dates: 2, 9, 16, & 23 

We are studying the book of Revelation "Worthy is the Lamb." 
 
All women are welcome, whatever your Bible Study experience is. If you 
have any questions please contact Charlene Behne at 763-784-8320.   

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Efu6V6p2hr8


WINGS NEWS   
 
WINGS (Women in God's Service) will meet on Thursday, May 18 
at 6:30 pm in the Lifetree Cafe area. 
 
The meeting will begin with a salad supper. Please bring your 
favorite salad to share. Beverages and dessert will be furnished by 
hostess Lissa Marcello.  The program for the evening is "What Shall 
I Do."  
 
All ladies are invited to attend.   
 
Please contact Charlene Behne with any questions at 763-784-8320.  

 

 

  

Men's Fall Retreat    
 
Gentlemen, make sure to save the dates for the 
upcoming 4th Annual Fall Men's Retreat, September 
29 - October 1.  
 
Last year was a big hit!  Cost is approximately 
$160.  Sign-up sheet along with other information is available on the "Welcome Center" in the church 
lobby.  
 
If you have any questions please contact Lee Steffens, Dan Netland, or Pastor Ted 

 

  

Recycle your Aluminum Cans! 
Update      
  

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 

We collected 203 pounds of aluminum cans -- that means $107.59 will be sent 
to the Centennial Community Food Shelf. Awesome!   

Keep collecting those cans over the summer months for the fall drive. 
 
Too many cans for your garage, call Steve or Chery Baker.  

 

 

  

Quilting News  
 
Join us as we continue to quilt for Lutheran World Relief and other 
purposes, and to make pillows for our soldiers.  
  
If you would like to help or provide material, please contact Lissa 
Marcello at 763-783-3790 or just come on the designated Thursday 
evenings.  Remember, no experience is required. 

May dates:  4 & 11 
Time: 6:30-8:00pm 
Place: Lower level of Sunday school area  

 

 



Soul Food   
 
Good Shepherd Volunteers periodically gather together 
and prepare homemade soups. We then freeze them, so 
they can easily be delivered to individuals and families who could be blessed by the love-gift of a ready-
made meal and a short visit. We also make soups for our congregational Soup Suppers.  
 
If you know of someone who may be blessed by the love gift of a Soul Food meal delivery, please let us 
know. Also, if you have a heart to serve in this ministry or have any other questions, please contact 
Darlene Sandbakken at 763-780-4614 or Val Hicke at 763-807-5562. 

 

 

  

Update from Jesse Baker, Seminary 

Student    
 
Greeting in Christ, 
 
Wow, it is already less than a month away from Vicarage Call Day. I would 
like to thank you for the continued support you have shown me throughout 
this year. Classes so far are stressful but overall going well. Right now I am 
taking Systematics III (Holy Spirit and Means of Grace), Pastor as 
Counselor, World Religions, Isaiah and the Prophets, and History of 
American Christianity. Luckily (to me), I have more papers than tests.  I am 
starting to get a bit restless to see where I am going on vicarage...soon and 
not soon enough. Vicarage Call Day will be April 26.  I will make sure to 
write and let you know where I will be placed. 
 
I am lucky enough to be able to go home for Holy Week this year, and I will be able to give a sermon on 
Good Friday at my home church. This will be my second time preaching, and I am excited to be home 
and preach at my home congregation. 
 
As you are probably aware of, I was in Guatemala for a week during the last week of February. I learned 
a lot, and was often challenged. It is very hard to express how I feel about it: happy, frustrated, 
confused, and many other emotions. I am still processing what I saw down there. We worked with 
Ground Work Guatemala, and the lead missionary there kept telling us, "Things are not always what 
they seem." This is very true. Very often we would be told stories about how Americans came and 
wanted to fix things. They would find a problem, try to fix it or thought they had fixed it. They tried to 
meet the needs they saw, not always the needs that needed to be fixed. It reminded me of ministry back 
home. We need to meet the needs of those around us by getting to know them and meeting them where 
they are at...not where we think they are at. Going to Guatemala was a great experience, an experience 
that I will always be reflecting on. 
 
I would like to thank you again for all the support you have shown me through your prayers and financial 
support. I would not be able to continue my education without all the help you have shown me. Thank 
you, I will continue to pray for you as you have prayed for me. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Jesse Baker. 
 
  

 

 



Thank you from 
Feed My Starving Children 
 
 
Dear Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you so much for giving $699.20 on April 10, 2017! Your gift makes sure 3,178 nutritious meals 
get to precious, beautiful kids in need! What you're doing is so essential. You're providing life. I simply 
can't say thank you enough. 
 
Kids will be fed because of you. Food given from your hands makes a powerful difference and gives 
them hope for their future. Thank you. May God bless you for your generosity. 
 
"Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely... "Psalm 112:5" 
 
Grateful to serve God's kids with you, 
 
Mark Crea 
Executive Director/CEO  

 

 

  

Mom's Prayer International    
 
Attention Centennial High School and Middle School Moms!      
Do you worry about your children? Come experience God's peace 
and hope when you pray alongside other moms.  Moms in Prayer 
International (formerly Moms In Touch), gathers moms together to 
pray for God to transform our children and schools. Won't you join 

with us in prayer for this next generation? 
  
Please contact Leanne Abraham at 651-766-7442 or MIPICentennial@gmail.com for information about 
our local group. For more information about Moms in Prayer International visit www.momsinprayer.org.  

 

 

  

Monthly Prayer Gathering  

at Good Shepherd     
 

Last Sunday of each month at 6:00 pm 
All are welcome! 
 
March 26 

Praying in daily life is as important as breathing. Just as we all need oxygen to live, we need God's 
presence in us for us to be fully alive. 
  
"We tend to use prayer as a last resort, but God wants it to be our first line of defense. We pray when 
there's nothing else we can do, but God wants us to pray before we do anything at all. 
Most of us would prefer, however, to spend our time doing something that will get immediate results. We 
don't want to wait for God to resolve matters in His good time because His idea of 'good time' is seldom 
in sync with ours."   Oswald Chambers, Scottish teacher, writer and minister, 1874-1917. 
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Power of Prayer       
Do you have the heart to pray?  Do you have 
compassion for others? 
 
If so, we are asking you to prayerfully consider being part of the Good 
Shepherd "Prayer Chain." 
  
The power of prayer is an instrumental way to lift up your brothers 

and sisters in Christ who are requesting prayers.  Good Shepherd invites and encourages you to be part 
of the Prayer Chain.  This can be done in your own private prayer time. 
  
These prayers would come from those submitted from Sunday Worship as well as prayers emailed or 
called in directly to the church. 
  
What is the Power of Prayer? 
Never underestimate the power of prayer. When you are praying according to God's will, your prayer is 
unstoppable. Therefore, we should never give up or back down. We need to keep praying. That is why 
Jesus said, "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you" 
(Matthew 7:7). 
  
Mark 11:25 - Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it 
will be yours. 
  
1 John 5:14-15 - And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according 
to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
requests that we have asked of him. 
  
How do I sign-up? 

1. Go to the Good Shepherd website at www.goodshepherdlink.org click on Prayer Warriors and 
go down to "Join the Prayer Chain."  Enter your information and submit. 

2. After you submit your information you will receive prayer requests via email as they come in.   

How do I submit a prayer request? 
1. Go to the Good Shepherd website at www.goodshepherdlink.org click on Prayer Warriors and 

go down to "Prayer Request."  Enter your information and submit. 
2. E-mail your prayer into the church office at office@goodshepherdlink.org.    
3. Call your request into the church office at 763-784-8417. 

Submit a prayer card request on Sundays. 

 

 

  

Get Connected & 
Keep Connected         
 

Help us keep up-to-date on your current contact information. 
 

Keeping connected to your church home and family is crucial to busy 
day-to-day schedules. 
 

Forms are available on the "Welcome Center" in the church lobby for whenever your information 
changes (address, phone, email, etc.) 
 

If you would like to have your picture in the directory or would like to have a more current one, contact 
the church office at office@goodshepherdlink.org to arrange a time to have one taken.  It only takes a 
minute to do and can be done on a Sunday when you are already here or during church office hours. 
 
Thank you for helping us keep you CONNECTED to Good Shepherd! 

 



 

Electronic Giving 
  
 

Contributions made simple. Good Shepherd wants to remind you 
that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular 
weekly offering. "Simply Giving" offers convenience for members 
and provides  
much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. Consider 
scheduling a recurring contribution today.  
 
You will no longer need to write out checks and prepare envelopes every week.  Simply complete an 
Authorization Form and place it in the drop off box, both are located at the Welcome Center. Donations 
will be debited automatically from either a checking or savings account. 

 

  

Community Food Shelf         
 
The Centennial Community Food Shelf is located at 200 Civic Heights 
Drive (in the lower level City Hall building). 
 
Good Shepherd continues to support and thanks everyone for their 
generous contributions. 
 
If you would like to donate to the local food shelf, please make checks 
payable to: 
Centennial Community Food Shelf and mail to: 
 
Centennial Community Food Shelf 
c/o Gethsemane United Methodist Church 
7330 Lake Dr 
Lino Lakes MN 55014 
 
The food shelf provides emergency foods (3-5 days supply) for about 250 local households each month. 
Volunteers are always needed to serve on the first Thursday of the month from 3:45-6:15 at the 
Centennial Food Shelf.  Team members come together with a driving compassion to serve the 
community by meeting the needs of others. 
 
Please contact Darlene Leiding at 651-484-0119 if you are interested in becoming a volunteer. 
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