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-~ God

... is not far from any one of us.

Acts 17:27, ESV

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 14, 2023 - 8:30AM



(Please note this service is being livestreamed.)

The Holy Lord’s Supper: We will celebrate Holy Communion today during worship. In this meal God promises to give us his true body
and blood together with the bread and wine. Through his body and blood he forgives our sins and strengthens our relationship with
him and with one another. Jesus invites those who trust in his Word, repent of all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive others.
Because participation in this meal is a confession of the faith of this congregation (1 Corinthians 11:26), and because those who eat
and drink Christ’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27), it is important that all Christians
examine themselves before communing (1 Corinthians 11:28). We invite you to speak with the pastor after the service if you have any
questions or concerns.

Gluten Free Communion Wafers available: For those with sensitivity to gluten, we offer gluten free communion wafers. They come
from a reliable, commercially available source and care is taken to prevent any contamination with the other communion hosts.
When approached by the pastor, just say “gluten free” and he will provide a host from a protected container.

Welcome & Announcements

(Please stand)
Opening Hymn 875 Father, We Praise Thee
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watch - ful, stand we all be -fore Thee; Sing-ing, we of - fer
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bless - ed, send us Thy sal - va - tion; Thine is the glo - ry,
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prayer and med-i - ta - tion: Thus we a - dore Thee.

where Thy saints u - nit - ed Joy with-out end - ing.

gleam-ing and re - sound - ing Through all cre-a - tion.

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation
(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences

(P} Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

(P) Jesus said, “Because | live, you also will live.”

In Him we live and move and have our being.

(P) Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?

We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead

by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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Confession and Absolution

(P} Let us confess our sins to God, our Father, seeking His forgiveness through our risen Savior, Jesus Christ.

Heavenly Father, creator of all that was, is, and will ever be, we confess to You that we fall short of the calling
that we have received from You, as Your dearly loved children. We have struggled to share the reason for the
hope we have in You. We have not always responded to others with gentleness and respect. We have failed to
live and share the love we have first received from You. Forgive our sins, for Jesus’ sake, and lead us to live lives

that reflect Your indwelling presence.

(P) Our God hears our prayers and forgives our sins because of Jesus’ perfect life, death, and resurrection. At the
command of Christ and through the power of the cross and the empty tomb, | forgive you all your sins in the name

of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Go in peace!
Alleluia! Amen.

Service of the Word

This Is the Feast
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -1le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain

A u Final Refrain — —
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Salutation
(P) The Lord be with you.

LSB 155



And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P) Let us pray.
Ever-living God, in You we live and move and have our being. We praise and thank You for creating us in Your image
and for restoring our sin-stained selves to that image through the waters of Baptism. Lead and guide us by Your
Spirit, as we live out our days so that others may come to know who You are; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(You may be seated)

First Reading Acts 17:16-31

While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols.
So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those
who happened to be there. Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said,
“What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities” —because he was
preaching Jesus and the resurrection. And they took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we
know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to
know therefore what these things mean.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their
time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, | perceive that in every way you are very
religious. For as | passed along and observed the objects of your worship, | found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To
the unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. The God who made the world and
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. And he made
from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the
boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and
find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, for “/In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some
of your own poets have said, “/For we are indeed his offspring.’

Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed
by the art and imagination of man. The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he
has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness’
sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for
doing evil.

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they
formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not
as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been
subjected to him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Children's Message

(Please stand)

Holy Gospel John 14:15-21
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

“I will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will
see me. Because | live, you also will live. In that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you.
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and | will love him and manifest myself to him.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(You may be seated)

Sermon Hymn 556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
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1 Dear  Chris-tians, one and all, re - joice, With ex - ul - ta - tion
2 Fast bound in Sa-tan’schains I  lay; Death brood-ed dark - ly
5 God said to His be - lov-ed Son: “It’s time to have com-
7 To me He said:“Stayclose to Me, I am your rock and
10 “What I on earth have done and taught Guide all your life and

| | | |
[ <Y I I [ & N I I P
AN Z 1 1 | [ | =

spring-ing, And with u - nit - ed heart and voice And ho - ly

o’er me. Sin was my tor - ment night and day; In sin  my
pas - sion. Then go, brightjew - el of My crown, And bring to
cas - tle. Your ran-som I My -self will be; For you I

teach - ing; So  shall the king-dom’s work be wrought And hon - ored

rap - ture sing - ing, Pro-claim the won-ders God has done, How
moth-er bore me. But dai-1ly deep-er still I fell; My
all sal - va - tion. From sin and sor - row set them free; Slay
striveand wres - tle. For I am yours, and you are Mine, And
in your preach-ing. But watch lest foes with base al - loy The

i T ” N — . I — —
| | - i |

U

His right arm the vic-t’ry won. What price our ran-som cost Him!
life be-came a liv-ing hell, So firm-ly sin pos-sessed me.
bit - ter death for them that they May live with You for-ev - er”
where I ~am you may re-main;The foe shall not di-vide wus.
heav’n-ly trea - sure shouldde-stroy; This fi - nal word I leave you.”

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Pastor Ted Diedrick

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
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was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life I+ everlasting. Amen.

(You may be seated)

Offering Ushers will collect offerings and prayer cards
Piano Song Jericho Lydia Grose
(Please stand)
OfZertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church Response after each petition
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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Proper Preface

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by His resurrection from the grave guards us
from the evil one, winning for us eternal life, and who continues to direct our hearts to the love of God and to His
steadfastness. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:



Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we ask that You keep us strong in faith for the days ahead.
Grant that we follow Your Lamb through death to eternal life, when faith turns to sight and we celebrate with all
the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in Your eternal banquet hall. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all
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of you; this cup is the new testament in My "I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead,
Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to

pray:

Lord’s Prayer
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



Agnus Dei
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution of the Holy Lord's Supper
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Distribution Hymn 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive
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2 We de - serve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich
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And from God and heav-en wan - der! Here is hope for
Here our ills have per-fect heal - ing. Firm - ly in these
Christ, the Shep-herd, gent-1ly tak - eth In His arms that
Grant for all my sins re-mis - sion. Let these words my
o) . . . .
i — | ] ] il ) ~ il — I ! 1|
ﬂ%ﬁ - — Fe—eo— H
all  who grieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
words be - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
they may live: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
soul re - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive. Text and tune: Public domain
5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 6 Now my conscience is at peace;
Were as scarlet my transgression, From the Law | stand acquitted.
It shall be as white as snow Christ hath purchased my release
By Thy blood and bitter passion; And my ev’ry sin remitted.
For these words | now believe: Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive. Jesus sinners doth receive.

7 lesus sinners doth receive; Also | have been forgiven;
And when | this earth must leave, | shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him | cleave: Jesus sinners doth receive.



(Please stand)
Thank the Lord LSB 164
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon
you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.



Hymn to Depart
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680 Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise
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2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly Thine the
3 Thine the tru - ly Thine the yes Thine the
4 Thine the king - dom  Thine the prize Thine the
5 Thine the glo - ry in the night No more
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lu - ias an - gels raise Thine the ev - er - last - ing head
prom-ise let there be Thine the vi - sion Thine the tree
ta - ble we the guest Thine the mer - cy all  from  Thee
won - der full sur- prise Thine the ban - quet then the  praise
dy - ing on - ly light Thine the riv - er Thine the tree
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Thine the break-ing of the bread Thine the glo - ry Thine the
All  the earth on bend-ed knee Gone the nail -ing gone the
Thine the glo -ry yet to be Then the ring-ing and the
Then the jus -tice of Thy ways Thine the glo - ry Thine the
Then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly Then the ho -1ly ho -ly
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sto - ry Thine the har - vest then the cup Thine the
rail - ing Gone the plead-ing gone the cry Gone the
sing - ing Then  the end of all the war Thine the
sto - ry Then the wel-come to the least Then the
ho - ly Cel - e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee Thine the
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vine-yard then the cup is lift - ed up lift-ed  up.
sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss lift-ed  high.
liv - ing Thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
won-der  all in - creas - ing at Thy feast at Thy feast.
splen-dor Thine the bright-ness on - ly Thee on-ly Thee.

Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002863
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