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Second Sunday in Advent
December 10, 2023 - 8:15AM



(Please note this service is being livestreamed.)

The Holy Lord’s Supper: We will celebrate Holy Communion today during worship. In this meal God promises to give us his true body
and blood together with the bread and wine. Through his body and blood he forgives our sins and strengthens our relationship with
him and with one another. Jesus invites those who trust in his Word, repent of all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive others.
Because participation in this meal is a confession of the faith of this congregation (1 Corinthians 11:26), and because those who eat
and drink Christ’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27), it is important that all Christians
examine themselves before communing (1 Corinthians 11:28). We invite you to speak with the pastor after the service if you have any
questions or concerns.

Gluten Free Communion Wafers available: For those with sensitivity to gluten, we offer gluten free communion wafers. They come
from a reliable, commercially available source and care is taken to prevent any contamination with the other communion hosts.
When approached by the pastor, just say “gluten free” and he will provide a host from a protected container.

Welcome & Announcements

(Please stand)

Opening Hymn 343 Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!

2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!

4 His is no earth-1ly king - dom; It comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be-fore Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
His rule is peace and free - dom And jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - bound-ing:

Ho - san - na to the Lord, For He ful-fills God’s Word!

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002863
Tune: Public domain

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences
(P} 1 will praise the LoRD as long as | live;
my soul shall exult in my God,

(P} for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
He has covered me with the robe of righteousness.

Confession and Absolution

P  “You shall be holy, for | the LorD your God am holy,” says our God.

We confess that we sin daily and deserve nothing but punishment.

(P} The person who delights in the law of the Lord—in all that he does, he prospers.

We confess that too often we neglect God’s Word and fail to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.
(P} Paul exhorted and encouraged his readers to walk in a manner worthy of God.

We confess that our sinful thoughts, words, and actions separate us from God.

(P} Our Lord taught love for God above all and for our neighbors as ourselves.



We confess that we cannot free ourselves from our sins or our sinful condition. We ask for God’s forgiveness and grace for

the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

(P} In His infinite love, God accepted His Son’s sacrifice for you and all who call upon Him in faith. He raised our Lord from death
and by Baptism has incorporated you into the Body of Christ. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Thanks be to God!

Service of the Word

This Is the Feast
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Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God,

LSB171



4 4
) T I I I
6* H [ P> I I I I P
|t I I =
:31 & [ I = i I & I =

for the Lamb who was slain has be - gun His reign.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia
Salutation

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P] Letus pray.
0O God, You have commanded us to love You above all things and our neighbors as ourselves.

Grant us the Spirit to think and do what is pleasing in Your sight, that our faith in You may never waver and our love for one
another may not falter;

(P} through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(You may be seated)

First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity
is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the
glory of the LorD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry!” And
I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades when
the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will
stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of
good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord Gob comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather
the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-14

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but
that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and
the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for
and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies
will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children's Message

(Please stand)



Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Mark 1:1-8

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, | send my messenger
before your face, who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight,”” John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all
the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. And he

preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. |
have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(You may be seated)

Sermon Hymn 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
Pt s o = T — =
%ﬁ? EE— L= S L=
that the Lord is nigh; A - wake and hear - Kken,
way for God with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - 1y
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon Pastor Ted Diedrick
(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God

the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.

(You may be seated)



Offering Ushers will collect offerings and prayer cards
(Please stand)

Offertory LSB 192
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
Prayer Response Response after each petition

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®=

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®=

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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Proper Preface

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:



Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-

availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we ask that You keep us strong in faith for the days ahead. Grant that we
follow Your Lamb through death to eternal life, when faith turns to sight and we celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in Your eternal banquet hall. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it
to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I« body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you

drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

(P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and
confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



Agnus Dei LSB 163

h " | [— | N

I\
I | | I N
.

Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

(You may be seated)

Distribution of the Holy Lord's Supper

Distribution Hymn 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive
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1Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive; Oh, may all this
2 We de - serve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich
3 Sheep that from the fold did stray No  true shep - herd
41, a sin - ner, come to Thee With a pen - i -
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tent con - fes - sion. Sav - ior, mer - cy show to me;
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And from God and heav-en wan - der! Here is hope for
Here our ills have per- fect heal - ing. Firm - ly in these
Christ, the Shep-herd, gent-ly tak - eth In His arms that
Grant for all my sins re-mis - sion. Let these words my
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all  who grieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
words be - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
they may live: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
soul re - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 7  Jesus sinners doth receive;
Were as scarlet my transgression, Also | have been forgiven;
It shall be as white as snow And when | this earth must leave,
By Thy blood and bitter passion; I shall find an open heaven.
For these words | now believe: Dying, still to Him | cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive. Jesus sinners doth receive.

Text and tune: Public domain



(Please stand)

Thank the Lord LSB 164
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.



Hymn to Depart 917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise
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1 Sav - ior, a - gain to Thy dear name we raise

2 Grant us Thy peace up - on our home - ward way;
3 Grant wus Thy peace, Lord, through the com - ing night;
4 Grant us Thy peace through - out our earth - ly life,
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With  one ac - cord our part - ing hymn of praise;
With Thee be - gan, with Thee shall end, the day.
Turn  Thou for us its dark - ness in - to light.
Our balm in sor - row and our stay in strife;
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Once more we  bless Thee ere our wor - ship cease,
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
From harm and dan - ger keep Thy chil - dren free;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our con - flict cease,
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Then, low - ly bend - ing, wait Thy word of peace.
That in this house have called up - on Thy  name.
For dark and light are both a - like to Thee.
Call us, (0] Lord, to Thine e - ter - nal peace.

Text and tune: Public domain
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