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Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 21, 2024 - 8:15AM




(Please note this service is being livestreamed.)

The Holy Lord’s Supper: We will celebrate Holy Communion today during worship. In this meal God promises to give us his true body and blood
together with the bread and wine. Through his body and blood he forgives our sins and strengthens our relationship with him and with one another.
Jesus invites those who trust in his Word, repent of all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive others. Because participation in this meal is a
confession of the faith of this congregation (1 Corinthians 11:26), and because those who eat and drink Christ’s body and blood unworthily do so to
their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27), it is important that all Christians examine themselves before communing (1 Corinthians 11:28). We invite you
to speak with the pastor after the service if you have any questions or concerns.

Gluten Free Communion Wafers available: For those with sensitivity to gluten, we offer gluten free communion wafers. They come from a reliable,
commercially available source and care is taken to prevent any contamination with the other communion hosts. When approached by the pastor,
just say “gluten free” and he will provide a host from a protected container.

Welcome & Announcements

(Please stand)
Opening Hymn 730 What Is the World to Me
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1 What is the world to me With all its vaunt - ed plea - sure
2 The world seeks to be praised And hon-ored by the might - y

3 The world seeks af - ter wealth And all that mam-mon of - fers
4 What is the world to me! My Je -sus is my trea - sure,
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When You, and You a - lone, Lord Je - sus, are my trea - sure!

Yet nev-er once re- flects That  they are frail and flight - y.
Yet nev-er is con -tent Though gold should fill its cof - fers.
My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my plea - sure,
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You on -1ly, dear - est Lord, My soul’s de - light shall be;
But what I tru - ly prize A - bove all things is He,
I have a high - er good, Con-tent with it Tl be:
My joy, my crown, my al, My bliss e - ter - nal - ly.

o] . .
|-’ 4 | | | I | | | I | I il |
| | P | (D I | | I | 4 | Il |
e e o —— i ——1—
PY) I ' el [ 4 [ 4 =g
You are my peace,my rest. What is the world to me!

My Je - sus, He a - lone. What is the world to me!
My Je - sus is my wealth. What is the world to me!
Once more, then, I de - clare: What is the world to me!

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

(P} Hearing the Word of God, we are called to confess our sin, trusting in the one true God who is faithful and just and who will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for meditation.

(P} Though Jonah was reluctant when the Lord spoke to him the first time, He spoke to Jonah a second time and told him, “go to
Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that | tell you.”

As You, O Lord, have given us the message of the Gospel, we have been reluctant to go bring Your truth and grace to all
people. For this we seek Your forgiveness.

(P} Paul reminds the people of God, “The appointed time has grown very short. . . . The present form of this world is passing away.”



As You, O Lord, have given us each day and hold all time in Your hands, we have not used our time wisely. For this we seek
Your forgiveness.

(P} Intoday’s Gospel, Jesus called to Simon and Andrew, “Follow Me, and | will make you become fishers of men.” Immediately
they dropped their nets and followed Him.

As You, O Lord, have called us to follow You, we have instead sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. For this we seek Your forgiveness.

(P) Even to the evil Ninevites, God showed His mercy upon their repentance. “When God saw what they did, how they turned from
their evil way, God relented of the disaster that He had said He would do to them, and He did not do it.” Jesus proclaimed to
the people, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” Though we deserve His
present and eternal punishment, God has relented by sending His Son to bear our sin and to be our Savior. Christ has taken our
punishment on the cross, paid the price of our sins through His perfect life and sacrificial death, and for His sake forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, | announce the grace of God to all of you. In the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

This Is the Feast LSB 155
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia
f) 4 | | —
gl [ I I I | [ L I I ]
(G T RO & —
PY) 13 T 1 \ = i—d—‘—a—w
1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb____ who was slain has be -
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blood set - 'l—IS

free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Sianza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev -er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
A 4 Final Refrain — —

Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Salutation
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty God, Your Word and will are accomplished despite the enemies of Your purpose and through the unlikely means of
those indifferent to You. Encourage us when we are quick to judge and slow to believe, that we may never forget the triumph
of Your saving purpose in Your Son; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(You may be seated)

First Reading Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the
message that | tell you.” So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LorRD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly
great city, three days’ journey in breadth. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days,
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the
greatest of them to the least of them. . ..

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to
them, and he did not do it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 7:29-35

This is what | mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though
they had none, and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing,
and those who buy as though they had no goods, and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.

| want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. But the
married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed
woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly
things, how to please her husband. | say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and
to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children's Message

(Please stand)
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:31-46

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before
him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and
you visited me, | was in prison and you came to me.” Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And



when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the

least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For |
was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me no drink, | was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying,
‘Truly, | say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(You may be seated)

Sermon Hymn

839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light
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1 O Christ, our true and on - ly light, En - light - en
2 Fill with the ra - diance of Your grace  The souls now
30 gent - ly call those gone a - stray That they may
4 Shine on the dark - ened and the cold; Re - call the
5 That they with us may ev - er - more Such grace with
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those  who sit in night; Let those a - far now
lost in er - ror’s maze; En - light - en those whose
find the sav. - ing way! Let ev - 'ry con - science
wan - d’rers to Your fold. U - nite all those who
won - d’ring thanks a - dore And end - less praise to
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hear  Your voice And in Your fold with  us re - joice.
in - most minds Some dark de - lu - sion haunts and blinds.
sore op - pressed In You find peace and heav’n - ly rest.
walk a - part; Con - firm the weak and doubt - ing heart,
You be giv’in By all Your Church in earth and heav’n.
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon Pastor Gerald Kovac, Food for the Poor
(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

(You may be seated)
Offering

(Please stand)

Ushers will collect offerings and prayer cards



Offertory
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

Prayer Response
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Proper Preface

(]

LSB 192

Response after each petition

LSB 160

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by His resurrection from the grave guards us from the evil one, winning for
us eternal life, and who continues to direct our hearts to the love of God and to His steadfastness. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P} God of all mercy and grace, in patience You bore with us sinners who deserved nothing of Your kindness and at the time of Your
bidding revealed to us Your love in Your Son, Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin by the Holy Spirit. As He has accomplished all
things for our salvation, grant us Your Holy Spirit so that we may believe in Him with all our hearts, bodies, souls, and minds,
and confess Him boldly before the world. Be with us as we approach now His Table there to receive His own testament of His
flesh in bread and His blood in wine, for the forgiveness of our sins and as the foretaste of the eternal to come.

Amen.
The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it
to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My *1+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you

drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
(P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and

confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

(You may be seated)

Distribution of the Holy Lord's Supper

LSB 163



Distribution Hymn 633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
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1 At the Lamb’s high  feast we sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose love di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal  blood is poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
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our vic-to - rious King, Who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred blood for wine, Gives His bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathesthe sword; Is - rael’s hosts tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; With sin - cer - i - ty and love
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - Iu - ial
Christ the  vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al -le - Iu - ial
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - Iu - ial
Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-le - Iu - ial
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 6  Now no more can death appall,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have conquered in the fight, You have opened paradise,
You have brought us life and light. And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!
Text and tune: Public domain
Thank the Lord LSB 164
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
Hymn to Depart 818 In Thee Is Gladness
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I In Thee is glad - ness A - mid all sad - ness, Je - sus,
2 Since He 1S ours, We fear no pow - ers, Not of
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earth nor sin nor death. He sees and bless - es In worst dis -
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tress-es; He can change them with a breath. Where-fore the
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cure-ly; He stands for - ev - er: Al-le-Iu - ia! Our hearts are
joic-es In Him for - ev - er: Al-le-Iu - ia! We shout for
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pin - ing To see Thy shin - ing, Dy - ing or liv - ing
glad - ness, Tri-umph o’er sad - ness, Love Him and praise Him
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To Thee are cleav - ing; Naught can us sev - er: Al-le-lu -ia!
And still shall raise Him Glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le-lu -ia!

Text and tune: Public domain
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