Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Worship...Serve...row...Connect

Love has been perfected
among us in this:
that we may have boldness

on the day of judgment,

because as he is,
so are we in this world.

1 JOHN 4:17, NRSV

Fifth Sunday of Easter
April 28, 2024 - 8:15AM



The Holy Lord’s Supper: We will celebrate Holy Communion today during worship. In this meal God promises to give us his true body and blood
together with the bread and wine. Through his body and blood he forgives our sins and strengthens our relationship with him and with one another.
Jesus invites those who trust in his Word, repent of all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive others. Because participation in this meal is a
confession of the faith of this congregation (1 Corinthians 11:26), and because those who eat and drink Christ’s body and blood unworthily do so to
their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27), it is important that all Christians examine themselves before communing (1 Corinthians 11:28). We invite you
to speak with the pastor after the service if you have any questions or concerns.

Gluten Free Communion Wafers available: For those with sensitivity to gluten, we offer gluten free communion wafers. They come from a reliable,
commercially available source and care is taken to prevent any contamination with the other communion hosts. When approached by the pastor,
just say “gluten free” and he will provide a host from a protected container.

Welcome & Announcements

(Please stand)
Opening Hymn 953 We All Believe in One True God
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1 We all be-lieve in one true God, Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost,
2 We all be-lieve in Je - sus Christ, Son of God and Mar-y’s son,
3 We all con-fess the Ho -1y Ghost, Who from both in truth pro-ceeds,
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Ev - er - pres-ent help in need, Praised by all the heav’'n-ly host;
Who de-scend-ed from His throne And for us sal - va - tion won;
Who sus -tains and com-forts us In all tri-als, fears, and needs.
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All He made His love en-folds, All cre - a-tion He up-holds.
By whose cross and death are we Res - cued from all mis-er - y.
Bless-ed, ho -1ly Trin-i - ty, Praise for - ev-er be to Thee!

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences

(P} Shout for joy to God, all the earth;

sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise!

(P} Sayto God, “How awesome are Your deeds!

All the earth worships You and sings praises to You; they sing praises to Your name.”

(P} Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of His praise be heard,

who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip.

(P}  You have multiplied, O LOrRD my God, Your wondrous deeds and Your thoughts toward us; none can compare with You!
I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told.

Confession and Absolution

(P} Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His forgiveness.

O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which | have
offended You. By nature, | am a sinful creature. In thought, word, and deed | have continually transgressed Your law. For this
| justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be
gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit
that | may amend my sinful life and bear fruit in keeping with true repentance.

(P} God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.
(P} Asyou believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in

the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Service of the Word

This Is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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Iu - ia. Sing with all the peo - ple of

0 4 | | | | |
A —— o i — — | |

o \ — b

God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:
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Salutation
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P) Letus pray.
Risen and ascended Lord, You are the vine and we are the branches. Apart from You there is no life. By Baptism You have
grafted us into Your gracious life. Cause Your Word to abide in us and make us fruitful to the glory of Your Father, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(You may be seated)

First Reading Acts 8:26—40

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” Thisis a
desert place. And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who
was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading
the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And he said, “How can |, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led
to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, | ask you,
does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture
he told him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See,
here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the
water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip
away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through
he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 1John 4:1-21

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out
into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in
the world already. Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who
does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only
Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the
Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in
God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God,
and God abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so
also are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever
fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a
liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we
have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children's Message
(Please stand)

Holy Gospel John 15:1-8
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that | have
spoken to you. Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless
you abide in me. | am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart



from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(You may be seated)

Sermon Hymn 706 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living
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1 Love in Christ is strong and liv-ing, Bind - ing faith - ful
2 Love is pa-tient and for-bear-ing, Clothed in Christ’s hu -
3 Love in Christ a - bides for-ev -er, Faint - ing not when
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mil - 1 - ty, Gen - tle, self-less, kind, and car-ing,
ills at - tend; Love, for-giv-ing and  for - giv - en,
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May His will in us be done.
Reach - ing out in char - i - ty.
Shall en - dure un - til life’s end.
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002863
Sermon Pastor Ted Diedrick

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I everlasting. Amen.

Offering Ushers will collect offerings and prayer cards
Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer Response Response dfter each petition

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
(P) The Lord be with you. And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by His resurrection from the grave guards us from the evil one, winning for
us eternal life, and who continues to direct our hearts to the love of God and to His steadfastness. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we ask that You keep us strong in faith for the days ahead. Grant that we
follow Your Lamb through death to eternal life, when faith turns to sight and we celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in Your eternal banquet hall. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it
to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I« body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

(P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and
confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.



Agnus Dei LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

(You may be seated)
Distribution of the Holy Lord's Supper

Distribution Hymn
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540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate
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1 Christ, the Word of God in - car - nate, Lord and Son of
2 Christ, the liv - ing bread from heav - en, Food for bod -y,

3 Christ, the shoot that springs tri - um - phant From the stump of
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A - bra-ham; Christ, the ra-diance of the Fa - ther,
food for soul; Christ, the man - na dai - ly giv - en,
Jes - se’s tree; Christ, true vine, You nur - ture branch - es
lambs and sheep; Christ, the gate that guards the sheep - fold,
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Per - fect God, the great 1 AM; Christ, the light, You
Nour - ish, strength - en, make us whole. Feed wus with the
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shine un - van-quished, Light and life You bring to all; Light our
food of heav - en, Fore-taste of the feast to be; Quench our
You, O Sav - ior; Prune ourhearts so we re - main Fruit - ful
Shep-herd, seek us, Find wus, lift us, bear us home; Lamb of
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path with Your own pres - ence, Grant us grace to heed Your call.
thirst with liv - ing wa - ter Spring-ing up e - ter - nal - ly.
branch-es in  Your vine - yard Till e - ter - nal life we gain.
God, our shep - herd, keep us; Let us hear Your voice a - lone.

5. Christ, the way that leads unfailing
To the Father’s home on high,
Christ, the truth that frees the captive,
Christ, the life that cannot die.

Mediator to the Father,

Sacrifice and great High Priest:
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions,
There to share Your wedding feast.



Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002863

Tune: Public domain

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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(Please stand)
Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Benediction

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with

favor and I~ give you peace.

Amen.
Hymn to Depart 577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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4 So when the pre - cious seed is sown, Life -
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seed in - to the  ground; Now let the dew  of
ho - ly seed re - move, But give it root in
ris - ing plant de - stroy, But let it yield a
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heav’n de - scend And  righ - teous fruits a - bound
ev - ry heart To bring forth fruits  of love.
hun - dred - fold The  fruits of peace and Jjoy.
truth re - ceive Its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text and tune: Public domain
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